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MINUTES 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

REGULAR MEETING 
JULY 7, 2003 

 
 
ATTENDANCE: First Selectman Robert Harrel; Evonne Klein; Joseph Warren;  

Dr. Joseph Miceli; Barbara Thorne 
 
STAFF: John Crary, Town Administrator 
 
OTHERS:   Mary Ann Obuchowski, Tax Assessor; Linda Santarella 
 
 
First Selectman Harrel called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.   Mr. Harrel asked that the items 
on the agenda come out of sequence.  
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING REAPPOINTMENT: 
 

a) Architectural Review Board – Judith Groppa (D) for a term expiring on 6/30/05. 
 
** MS. KLEIN MOVED TO REAPPOINT MS. GROPPA TO THE 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD. 
** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
ACCEPT, WITH REGRET, THE RESIGNATION OF JANE MAGIONCALDA AS AN 
ALTERNATE ON THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
** MR. WARREN MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT, WITH REGRET, THE 

RESIGNATION OF JANE MAGIONCALDA. 
** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
ACCEPT, WITH REGRET, THE RESIGNATION OF JOSEPH FICARRA AS A 
MEMBER OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION 
 
** MR. WARREN MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT, WITH REGRET,  THE 

RESIGNATION OF JOSEPH FICARRA. 
** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 



CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS 
ASSOCIATION (GFOA) AWARDING THE CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING TO THE TOWN OF DARIEN 
 
Mr. Harrel said that Ms. Clarke, Finance Director for the Town of Darien has been awarded an 
Achievement of Excellence in Financial Reporting by the GFOA.  Mr. Harrel stated that not 
everybody gets it.  He said there are a limited number of communities in Connecticut that get the 
award and that this is the eleventh year that Darien has received the award.   
 
Mr. Warren stated that it is notable that good things are happening in the Finance Office.  He 
said the Board recognizes what goes on in their office from working with the Finance Office on 
the budget.  He stated that it is very rare that the rest of the community really gets an 
understanding that there are very positive things going on in their office. 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING A RENEWAL OF THE AGREEMENT WITH A.L.T. 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALISTS, LLC FOR SERVICES RELATING TO 
THE DARIEN HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
Mr. Harrel said that more work needed to be done on this and suggested that the Board defer the 
item until the next meeting.  The Board concurred with Mr. Harrel. 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP PAY PLAN FOR THE 
2003-2004 BUDGET YEAR 
 
Mr. Harrel said that this resolution was on the recommendation of the Administrative Officer.  
 
** MR. WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION. 
** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
FURTHER DISCUSSION OF VISION STATEMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 2005 
BUDGET YEAR 
 
Mr. Harrel stated that he would prefer that Vision Statement be forwarded on to Planning and 
Zoning for their adoption in the 2005 Town Plan Development.   He suggested that there be a 
face to face meeting with Planning and Zoning for further discussion. 
 
Ms. Klein said that the matter has gone in very different directions from other statements in the 
past.  She said she felt that the other statements did not really discuss the current plan.  Ms. Klein 
said that this statement is very specific about the Town within the context of directing the Town 
Plan.  She asked the reason for the change in the statement. 
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Mr. Harrel said that there are two kinds of statements.  He said one is a mission statement, which 
is more of a historical document having to do with the way the Town is, whereas the vision 
statement has to do with where the Town wants to be.  He said the Vision Statement is meant to 
be a forward document.  Ms. Thorne said that she has some comments and suggestions that she 
would submit to the Board at a later date.  Mr. Harrel said that the Board would deal with this 
item at the next meeting and should have a final draft proposal by the July 21st meeting. 
 
Mr. Warren said that he is more interested in the content of the document than the introduction to 
the document.  He stated that the Board of Selectmen needed to be sensitive to the fact that this 
document is not just something that the Board writes every 10 years and is put on a shelf.  He 
said that if it is not done correctly it will come back to haunt the Board.  He stated that he is a 
little uncomfortable with the use of the word leadership in the Vision Statement.  He said it is 
something that he would like to discuss it further to see what other members of the Board thinks.  
Mr. Warren said that he is not sure the word leadership belongs in the introduction of the 
document.  He said that his concern is that he does not want the Vision Statement to be an 
attempt to summarize the document.  Ms. Thorne said that she agrees with the inclusion of the 
word leadership.  Ms. Thorne suggested that the Board member write down any suggestions 
instead of trying to rewrite the statement during this meeting.   
 
Dr. Miceli said that all of the Town’s public policies are made from volunteers.  He said that is 
where the leadership comes from.  He said that this is what makes Darien a dynamic town and 
that the public runs the town. 
 
Ms. Flora Smith said that the Vision Statement reads more like a Mission Statement.  She said 
that she did not know how the Town could come up with a draft of a Vision Statement without 
some kind of survey being done to see what the public is looking for in a town.  She said that it is 
important to take a survey of the residents first. 
 
Ms. Santarella said that the Statement is very broad.  She stated that the Town of Wilton had a 
survey done and they had very nice returns.  Mr. Harrel asked that the Board members mark their 
copies of the statement over and bring it back for review. 
 
CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON THE REQUEST OF THE TOWN CLERK FOR A 
TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS TO MICROFILMING ACCOUNT 
 
** MR. WARREN MADE A MOTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM THE TOWN 

CLERK’S FEES TO THE MICROFILMING ACCOUNT. 
** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON THE REQUEST OF THE FINANCE OFFICER  
FOR A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS OF A SERIES OF TRANSFERS 
PRIMARILY IN INSURANCE AREA FOR A TOTAL OF $47,585 
 
** MR. WARREN MADE A MOTION TO FOR A TRANSFER OF  
 APPROPRIATIONS OF A SERIES OF TRANSERS PRIMARILY IN THE 
 INSURANCE AREA FOR A TOTAL OF $47,585. 
** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON THE REQUEST OF THE FINANCE OFFICER 
FOR A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS OF $2,367 FOR SEASONAL, 
TEMPORARY AND FULL TIME SALARIES 
 
** DR. MICELI MADE A MOTION FOR A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS  

FROM THE FINANCE OFFICER OF $2,367 FOR SEASONAL, TEMPORARY 
AND FULL TIME SALARIES 

** MS. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

REPORTS 
 
 

FIRST SELECTMEN’S UPDATE 
 
Ms. Klein said that she read an article in the newspaper on Thursday regarding the West Avenue 
truck problem.  She said that there was a petition presented and asked that the Board of 
Selectmen be given a copy.   
 
A taxpayer asked if the Board is entertaining any discussion with the State regarding an 
expansion of the Merritt Parkway to help alleviate the traffic problem on I-95.  Mr. Harrel said 
that the suggestion of an expansion of the Merritt had been rejected by the Transportation 
Strategy Board.   
 
Mr. Warren said that because the Merritt Parkway has been granted historical status there are a 
lot of things that cannot be done.   
 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
 

July 21, 2003 – Regular meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
August 18, 2003 – Regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 

There was no Other Business discussed. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

** MR. WARREN MOVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
** DR. MICELI SECONDED THE MOTION. 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Linda Custis 
Telesco Secretarial Services 
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